
 

 
 

 

 

 

BBC – RELIGION AND ETHICS POLLING 
 

 

Methodology:  ComRes interviewed 2,010 British adults by telephone between the 2nd and 12th February 

2017. Data were weighted to be demographically representative of all GB adults and by past vote recall.  ComRes is 

a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules. 

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to 

check a press release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

For information about commissioning research please contact marc.hardwick@comresglobal.com or call +44 (0)20 
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RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

17630026518710214118118221779180432287472819475303406340321165100010102010Unweighted base

1772812651951021491811712318417549043854154145129035833034823310319792010Weighted base

781231119654537365114298322020223122726613014612513279527352879NET: Believe in
44%44%42%49%52%36%40%38%49%35%48%45%46%43%42%59%45%41%38%38%34%51%36%44%resurrection

29544532262131204910311058582791204949425535227123349I believe the
16%19%17%17%26%14%17%12%21%12%18%21%19%15%15%27%17%14%13%16%15%22%13%17%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead happened
word-for-word as
described in the Bible

49696663273242456519531151171491481468197847844301229530I believe in the
28%25%25%33%27%22%23%26%28%23%30%23%27%28%27%32%28%27%25%22%19%29%23%26%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead, but the
story in the Bible
contains some content
which should not be
taken literally

91141140924483919210351842272172852841591401871821961494425711013I do not believe in the
52%50%53%47%43%56%50%54%45%61%48%46%49%53%53%35%48%52%55%56%64%43%58%50%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead

7171475131713134744192530261925222056256118Don't know
4%6%5%4%5%8%9%8%6%5%4%9%4%5%6%6%7%7%7%6%2%6%6%6%
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Religion Study
CATI Fieldwork : 2nd - 12th February 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 The Bible tells the story of Jesus rising from the dead. Which, if any, of the following statements best reflects your views on this?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes Global



To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

31576016410192010Unweighted base

32375217710182010Weighted base

3016763734879NET: Believe in
93%9%35%72%44%resurrection

186825315349I believe the
57%1%14%31%17%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead happened
word-for-word as
described in the Bible

1165938419530I believe in the
36%8%21%41%26%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead, but the
story in the Bible
contains some content
which should not be
taken literally

16659992311013I do not believe in the
5%88%56%23%50%resurrection of Jesus

from the dead

6261653118Don't know
2%3%9%5%6%
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RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

17630026518710214118118221779180432287472819475303406340321165100010102010Unweighted base

1772812651951021491811712318417549043854154145129035833034823310319792010Weighted base

8013812187506178681302982238193264229190124166160181103573351925I believe that there is
45%49%46%45%49%41%43%40%56%35%47%48%44%49%42%42%43%46%49%52%44%56%36%46%life after death (e.g.

reincarnation, heaven,
hell)

811261179445738786885179213215229270218139167144146114383545927I do not believe that
46%45%44%48%44%49%48%50%38%61%45%43%49%42%50%48%48%47%44%42%49%37%56%46%there is life after

death (e.g.
reincarnation, heaven,
hell)

16172614714161713414403048414326262621167583158Don't know
9%6%10%7%7%10%9%10%6%5%8%8%7%9%8%10%9%7%8%6%7%7%8%8%
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Religion Study
CATI Fieldwork : 2nd - 12th February 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 Which of the following statements, if any, best reflect your views on life after death?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes Global



To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

31576016410192010Unweighted base

32375217710182010Weighted base

275159122625925I believe that there is
85%21%69%61%46%life after death (e.g.

reincarnation, heaven,
hell)

3554641316927I do not believe that
11%73%23%31%46%there is life after

death (e.g.
reincarnation, heaven,
hell)

13471478158Don't know
4%6%8%8%8%
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RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

781381218147597367114278019812422633719012818115715673534351885Unweighted base

8013812187506178681302982238193264229190124166160181103573351925Weighted base

50867553313953449621561361291761631118811811011068379225604Another life where your
63%63%62%61%61%64%68%64%73%71%69%57%67%67%71%59%71%71%68%60%66%66%64%65%soul lives on (e.g.

Heaven / Hell)

264840271718242637102282649652483657517231176118294Reincarnation (e.g.
33%35%33%31%34%29%31%39%28%34%27%35%33%36%23%25%29%34%32%39%31%31%34%32%starting a new life in

a different physical
body or form after
death)

242122*31--853274113214418You become a ghost/ a
2%3%2%1%4%4%1%4%1%--4%3%1%1%4%4%*1%2%2%2%1%2%spirit

1234--1411-832423153213417I believe there is
1%1%3%4%--1%6%*5%-3%2%1%2%1%3%1%3%2%2%2%1%2%something but I do not

know what

2*1--1-2--1-314---431358Energy cannot be
2%*1%--2%-3%--1%-1%1%2%---2%2%1%1%1%1%destroyed so we exist

as something else/ a
different form

*12-1-11---2-22*-1221246A combination of
1%1%1%-2%-1%2%---1%-1%1%*-1%1%1%1%*1%1%reincarnation and

another life where your
soul lives on

2-*---1---332-11--212246We go to a parallel
2%-*---1%---4%1%1%-**--1%*2%*1%1%universe/ the astral

plane of existence

-12-1--11---122--1211145Become conscious in
-*1%-2%--2%1%---1%1%1%--*1%1%1%*1%1%another place/ not

heaven or hell

2------1--2221-1---22234A bodily/ physical
2%------1%--2%1%1%*-1%---1%2%*1%*existence in another

world

--1--1--2--1-21--1--3314I believe in The
--1%--2%--1%--*-1%*--1%--3%***Rapture/ Judgement Day/

Armageddon

1-1-----1-12--111-11-123The body goes back to
1%-1%-----1%-1%1%--***-1%*-*1%*nature/ fertilises

other life

-1---1--1----121-11--213We go to a spirit
-1%---1%--1%----*1%*-1%1%--***world/ spiritual

dimension
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Religion Study
CATI Fieldwork : 2nd - 12th February 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 You mentioned that you believe that there is life after death. Which of the following forms, if any, do you believe this takes?
Base: All respondents who believe in life after death

Prepared by ComRes Global



RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

8013812187506178681302982238193264229190124166160181103573351925Weighted base

-----1--2--1-2---1--23-3I believe in the
-----2%--1%--*-1%---1%--2%*-*resurrection/ second

coming of Christ

1541--126-135949-*61412921Other answers
1%4%3%1%--2%3%4%-1%1%2%4%2%5%-*4%1%4%2%3%2%

1---------*1--*1--*--2-2Nothing
2%---------1%1%--*1%--*--*-*

51178425-3351910121221586102351853Don't know
6%8%6%10%9%3%6%-2%9%6%8%5%5%5%11%4%5%4%6%2%6%5%6%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 You mentioned that you believe that there is life after death. Which of the following forms, if any, do you believe this takes?
Base: All respondents who believe in life after death

Prepared by ComRes Global



To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

266146107613885Unweighted base

275159122625925Weighted base

2356668459604Another life where your
86%41%56%73%65%soul lives on (e.g.

Heaven / Hell)

448637162294Reincarnation (e.g.
16%54%30%26%32%starting a new life in

a different physical
body or form after
death)

4441018You become a ghost/ a
2%3%3%2%2%spirit

5341017I believe there is
2%2%4%2%2%something but I do not

know what

-3418Energy cannot be
-2%3%*1%destroyed so we exist

as something else/ a
different form

12136A combination of
*1%1%1%1%reincarnation and

another life where your
soul lives on

-4116We go to a parallel
-3%1%*1%universe/ the astral

plane of existence

-1225Become conscious in
-1%1%*1%another place/ not

heaven or hell

3-234A bodily/ physical
1%-1%**existence in another

world

--4-4I believe in The
--3%-*Rapture/ Judgement Day/

Armageddon

-1113The body goes back to
-1%1%**nature/ fertilises

other life
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 You mentioned that you believe that there is life after death. Which of the following forms, if any, do you believe this takes?
Base: All respondents who believe in life after death
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To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

275159122625925Weighted base

--123We go to a spirit
--1%**world/ spiritual

dimension

--3-3I believe in the
--2%-*resurrection/ second

coming of Christ

3271221Other answers
1%1%5%2%2%

--*12Nothing
--***

11953853Don't know
4%6%4%6%6%
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Q.3 You mentioned that you believe that there is life after death. Which of the following forms, if any, do you believe this takes?
Base: All respondents who believe in life after death

Prepared by ComRes Global



RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

17630026518710214118118221779180432287472819475303406340321165100010102010Unweighted base

1772812651951021491811712318417549043854154145129035833034823310319792010Weighted base

94144106114587493751274293271230264253338180177135119695824361018Christian
53%51%40%59%56%50%51%44%55%50%53%55%52%49%47%75%62%49%41%34%30%56%45%51%

32181-7889--14141513118171315223456Muslim
1%1%7%*-5%4%4%4%--3%3%3%2%**2%5%4%7%2%3%3%

-241-22-2--3-10121426-31114Hindu
-1%2%*-1%1%-1%--1%-2%***1%1%2%-*1%1%

1163-1*1---181212-91-10313Buddhist
1%*2%1%-***---*2%***1%-3%*-1%*1%

224----*1--*-4522-231649Jewish
1%1%2%----**--*-1%1%1%1%-*1%*1%**

-22---11----213--1*13-66Sikh
-1%1%---1%*----***--***1%-1%*

510148768107432910211911810221611433779Other
3%3%5%4%7%4%4%6%3%5%1%6%2%4%4%3%3%3%7%5%5%4%4%4%

6810810364315462698435751641602072218486142132179128337415752None
39%39%39%33%30%36%34%40%36%42%43%33%37%38%41%19%30%40%40%52%55%33%42%37%

410857677135814182210101611105293363Prefer not to say
2%3%3%2%7%4%4%4%*4%3%2%3%3%4%2%3%4%3%3%2%3%3%3%
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Religion Study
CATI Fieldwork : 2nd - 12th February 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.4a To which of the following religious groups do you consider yourself to be a member?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes Global



To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

31576016410192010Unweighted base

32375217710182010Weighted base

323--10181018Christian
100%--100%51%

--56-56Muslim
--31%-3%

--14-14Hindu
--8%-1%

--13-13Buddhist
--7%-1%

--9-9Jewish
--5%-*

--6-6Sikh
--3%-*

--79-79Other
--45%-4%

-752--752None
-100%--37%

----63Prefer not to say
----3%
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RegionClassAgeGender
York-
shire

EastWest& Hum-
SouthSouthEast-Mid-Mid-ber-NorthNorthScot-
WestEastLondonernWaleslandslandssideWestEastlandDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

92147117110557089831194196242148240389340184197138114465724471019Unweighted base

94144106114587493751274293271230264253338180177135119695824361018Weighted base

569271733545544781196416213116517920393107988550397239636NET: Ever
60%64%67%64%61%61%58%63%64%45%69%60%57%62%71%60%51%61%73%72%72%68%55%63%

264543302219272144640816588901094638515029204119323NET: Active
28%32%41%27%39%26%29%28%35%14%43%30%28%33%35%32%26%22%38%42%41%35%27%32%

1528232217121915273275241556080312230321413771208Weekly
16%19%22%19%30%17%20%20%21%8%30%19%18%21%24%24%17%12%22%27%20%24%16%20%

11172095786173122924332929151721181566491151-3 times a month
12%12%19%8%9%9%9%8%13%6%13%11%10%12%12%9%8%9%16%15%21%11%11%11%

304628431326272637132480667889944669483521193120313Less often than monthly
32%32%27%37%22%35%29%35%29%31%26%30%29%29%35%28%26%39%35%30%31%33%27%31%

36523541222839284623291089999731358769363320184196380Never
39%36%33%36%39%39%42%37%36%55%31%40%43%38%29%40%49%39%26%28%28%32%45%37%

1----1--------11-1---111Refused
1%----1%--------**-*---***

1----------1------1---11Don't know
1%----------*------1%---**
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Religion Study
CATI Fieldwork : 2nd - 12th February 2017

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.4 On average, how often, if at all, would you say you attend a religious service (excluding special occasions such as marriages, funerals etc.)?
Base: All Christians

Prepared by ComRes Global



To which of the
following religious

groups do you
consider yourself to

be a member?
ActiveNon-
ChristChristChrist
-iansNone-ian-ianTotal

315--10191019Unweighted base

323--10181018Weighted base

323--636636NET: Ever
100%--63%63%

323--323323NET: Active
100%--32%32%

208--208208Weekly
64%--20%20%

115--1151151-3 times a month
36%--11%11%

---313313Less often than monthly
---31%31%

---380380Never
---37%37%

---11Refused
---**

---11Don't know
---**
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